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Join us for the next AOI of 
DC Luncheon Event!

Thursday, 
April 17, 2025

The Kiplinger Family 
in Washington

110 Years of Journalism 
and Civic Leadership

 with 
Knight Kiplinger

11:30am
Lunch & Program

Woman’s National Democratic Club
1526 New Hampshire Ave, NW

Washington, DC 20036

(One block east of Dupont Circle Metro 
north exit; $10 validated parking across 

from club at 11 Dupont Circle)

Email RSVP to ricmarino@msn.com with 
your name, names of any guests, and choice 
of salmon, flank steak, or vegetarian meal. 

The 3-course lunch is $40.00 per person. In 
addition to paying by cash, check or card 

at the door, you can now pay in advance by 
Zelle using aoiofdc@gmail.com. Please add 

“April Luncheon” in the comment line. 

In addition, AOI members can now RSVP 
and pay for themselves and their guests by 

credit card via the Members Only portal on 
our website – https://www.aoidc.org/401/

login.php?redirect=/members- 
only-portal.html, password: 1865.

From Our February & March Luncheons ...
AOI welcomed a record crowd of members and guests for our first lunch meeting 
of 2025. Announcements featured a welcome to our new board of directors (see our 
winter newsletter for details); initiatives planned for our 160th anniversary (including 
publishing our member stories and self-interview oral histories); the Dacor-Bacon 
House bicentennial celebration (March 19th); the opening of the Go-Go Museum 
on MLK, Jr. Blvd. in Anacostia; and the annual Martha Washington Lecture at Mt. 
Vernon. In keeping with our membership renewal campaign, our February trivia asked 
how much AOI’s 1926 membership dues would put you back – only $2 ($33.21 in 
today’s dollars, so we’ve become even more of a bargain in the ensuing years).

To inaugurate our 160th year, we took a moment to remember Benjamin Ogle Tay-
loe, founder and president of AOI (1865-68), owner of the Petworth estate (as well as 
seven plantations in Alabama), and owner of a celebrated salon for Washington’s elite 
on Lafayette Square (check out his slacious book, Our Neighbors on Lafayette).

Our February program featured Steve Hammond, member and historian of the DC 
area’s historic Syphax family, with a panel from the Arlington House Descendents 
Family Circle, including Custis Glover, Inez Parks, and ZSun-nee Miller-Matema. 
Together they laid out the story of the two families of Arlington House builder George 
Washington Parke Custis (Martha Custis Washington’s only grandson): one through 
his daughter with his wife Mary Fitzhugh (Mary Custis Lee) and the other through his 
daughter with his slave Ar-
ianna Carter (Maria Carter 
Custis Syphax). The parallel 
histories of these two “first 
families” over more than 
200 years paints a full pic-
ture of the legacy of Arling

continued on page 2

Above: Featured February pan-
elists Custis Glover, Inez Parks, 
ZSun-Nee Miller-Matema, and 
Steve Hammond.

Left: Family tree of the free and 
enslaved members of America’s 
extended first First Family
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2025 Board of Directors 

Officers: 

Cindy Gueli, President 
John Edwards, Vice-President
Ric Marino, Secretary
Carolyn Michell, Treasurer
Nelson Rimensnyder, Historian

Past-Presidents:

Bill Brown
Jan A.K. Evans

Directors: 

Kimberly Bender
Patricia Clark
Gary Scott
Sherri Sewall
Juliette Smith
Military Road School 

Preservation Trust
	 (represented by Teresa Saxton & 

Patricia Tyson)

The Board of Directors meets at 
the Women’s National Dem-
ocratic Club at 10 a.m. on the 
Tuesday of the week prior to a 
scheduled luncheon meeting. 
Luncheon RSVP Voice-mail:  
202-342-1865
Website:  www.aoidc.org

E-mail:  aoiofdc@gmail.com

YouTube:  @theaoiofdc

Follow us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/www.
aoiofdc.org

AOI’s Newsletters are printed and 
distributed by:

ton House, coming full circle as their descendants have come together again to exchange 
stories and have candid conversations about their ancestors. Projects and initiatives they 
have undertaken together include a 2023 Family Circle reunion (see the NPR coverage 
Finding Our Voice) and the effort to redesignate the property as Arlington House Na-
tional Historic Site to be more inclusive of all the peoples and histories of the plantation 
(learn about and sign the petition to Congress to Redesignate Arlington House here). 
As Hammond noted in 2023, “to have these families be apart and going their separate 
ways for 160 years, and then to be able to come back together to start a conversation 
about our lives and what we can do and accomplish together is extremely powerful.”

March meeting announcements included: the DC History Conference (April 3-6); Poplar 
Point development ‘walk-shop’ (April 5); and a reminder that now is the time to renew 
your AOI membership! March trivia featured the nine states allowing women to vote prior 
to national suffrage, as well as AOI’s longest-serving president (Theodore Noyes – 37 years).

We continued our introduction to AOI’s founders with another founding member, Peter 
Force. DC mayor from 1836-40 and an organizer for the Washington Monument, he is 

most well-known as a preeminent collector of American 
Revolution archives (now at the Library of Congress). 

For our March program, curator and author/historian 
Peter Penczer provided a visual survey of Arling-
ton in the 1920s. Highlights included open cockpit 
rides from Washington-Hoover Airport, a beach and 
amusement park along Boundary Channel, and the 
impending changes to the county brought on by the 

In Memoriam ...			 

AOI notes the passsing of member David Ehrlich on March 23rd with his wife 
Barbara at his side. Moving to DC in 1979, David was an adept of history, geog-
raphy, travel, and especially classical music, including a 40-year career singing in 
choral ensembles in New York, Boston, and Washington, as well as founding an 
amateur classical ensemble, the Southwest Chamber Players, in 1997.

AOI saddly marks the passing this past February of 
our unofficial mascot, Mazzy Springman-Marino. 
A faithful attendee at all our luncheon presentations 
and board meetings, Mazzy dutifully presided over all 
(when she wasn’t sleeping). She will be sorely missed 
by all of her extended AOI family.

From Our February & March Luncheons, contd. from page 1	
	

A ‘Stumbling Stone’ marking 
locations of enslaved residents who 
helped build Arlington, as related 
in our March lunch meeting.

post-war development boom. 

View the video of the full February presentation and 
March meeting on the AOI YouTube channel or at 
www.aoidc.org/aoi-luncheon-recordings.html.

v v v v v

AOI is pleased to announce a new membership tier! Life Membership now honors 
longtime sustaining members or those who have reached the benchmark of 90 years 
young. Vera Abbott, Jane Breen, Damon Cordom, Jan Evans, Evelyn Ford, Knight 
Kiplinger, Allie Latimer, Elaine Newman, and Donald Press are our first cohort of 
members reaching – or exceeding in many instances – that significant milestone.
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Other News ...		

This year’s annual Cherry Blossom Festival (with events 
running through April 17) had to accommodate ongoing 
reconstruction of the Tidal Basin seawall, though the pedes-
trian pathway remains open. Aiming to keep flooding under 
control for the next 100 years, the seawall project (including 
the planting of 400 new trees to replace those lost during 
construction) is expected to be finished in 2027.

In an effort to forestall the threatened Congressional with-
holding of federal highway funds, Mayor Bowser made the 
decision this past month to dismantle 
Black Lives Matter Plaza, the two-block 
stretch of 16th St. NW north of Lafay-
ette Square that was established in 2020 
after city protests following the murder 
of George Floyd, a Black man, by police 
in Minneapolis that summer. The bill, 
introduced by Goergia representative 
Andrew Clyde, would have renamed 
the space Liberty Plaza in additional to 
cutting already apportioned funding, another reminder of 
the District’s continued precarious position at the mercy of 
a Congress in which it does not have a vote. Mayor Bows-
er announced that the plaza will be the site of an as-of-yet 
undetermined mural project as part of the city’s commemo-
ration of the nation’s semiquincentennial in 2026.

v v v v v

Above: Workers begin the dismantling of Black Lives Matter Plaza in 
March. Photo: Tyrone Turner//WAMU

Photos: David Cole-
man/Have Camera 
Will Travel

v v v v v

Check out resourcees for AOI’s Oral History Project 
for our 160th anniversary. Templates and instructions for 
self-interviews (written or recorded) can be found on the 
AOI website here: www.aoidc.org/add-your-story.

Don’t forget to support and advocate for continued develop-
ment of the new DC Archives. Go to the DC Archives Founda-
tion website dcarchivesfoundation.org for more information.

v v v v v

For Women’s History Month, WNDC hosted a March 
20th Celebration of DC’s Elected Women Leaders, while 
the National Women’s Foundation featured a number of 
items celebrating DC women, including the DC Wom-
en! 2025 day planner, and DC Women Sing! playlist, all 
recognizing giants who have had a profound impact on DC 
and all of us who live here. Check out their website nation-
alwomensfoundation.org for ordering information (or pick 
one up at the next AOI lunch meeting!), as well as a fun 
How Many DC Women Can You Name online quiz.

https://www.aoidc.org/add-your-story.html
https://www.dcarchivesfoundation.org/?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://nationalwomensfoundation.org/dc-women-2024-planner/
https://nationalwomensfoundation.org/dc-women-2024-planner/


Address Correction Requested

The Association of Oldest Inhabitants
 of the District of Columbia
c/o 8900 Ellsworth Court
Silver Spring, MD 20910

The Whittemore House (1892-94), home of the Women’s Nation-
al Democratic Club, hosts the AOI’s monthly luncheon meetings. 
The National Register property was originally built for Sarah 
Adams Whittemore, and was purchased by the WNDC in 1927.

Mark Your Calendar...	
Upcoming events of interest, AOI meeting dates and 
tentative speakers:

Thurs. April 17	– 	 The Kiplinger Family in Washington: 
110 Years of Journalism and Civic 
Leadership, with Knight Kiplinger, 
editor emeritus of the Kiplinger Letter

Thurs. May 15 – 	 Walt Whitman: A Capital Poet, with 
Marin Murray

Thurs. June 19	 – 	 Development of the Southwest Waterfront, 
with Monty Hoffman 

Thurs. Sept. 18	– 	 A Life in DC Politics, with Carol 
Schwartz, former longtime at-large 
member of the DC Council and 
mayoral candidate

NOTE:  All events, meeting subjects and speakers have been in-
vited to appear, but nevertheless are tentative. Be sure to check 
our website for speaker updates and/or last-minute changes. 

Regular monthly AOI lunch meetings (Feb.-June, Sept.-Nov.) 
run from 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM unless otherwise noted.

BE ADVISED: In case of inclement weather call AOI at 
202-342-1865 for last minute recorded information.

CHERRY BLOSSOM TIME!

Don’t miss a chance to get outside and enjoy 

all our city has to offer! 

https://www.aoidc.org/

