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Join us for the next AOI of
DC Luncheon Event!

Thursday,
September 18, 2025

A Life in
DC Politics
with
Carol Schwartz

11:30am
Lunch & Program

Woman’s National Democratic Club
1526 New Hampshire Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20036

(One block east of Dupont Circle Metro
north exit; $10 validated parking across
Jrom club at 11 Dupont Circle)

Email RSVP to ricmarino@msn.com

with your name, names of any guests,
and choice of salmon, flank steak, or
vegetarian meal. The 3-course lunch is
$40.00 per person. In addition to pay-
ing by cash, check or card at the door,
you can now pay in advance by Zelle

using aoiofdc@gmail.com. Please add

“Sept Luncheon” in the comment line.

In addition, AOI members can now
RSVP and pay for themselves and their
guests by credit card via the Members
Only portal on our website — https://
www.aoidc.org/401/login.php?re-

direct=/members-only-portal.html
password: 1865.

From Our June Luncheon ...

AOT’s June lunch meeting celebrated Juneteenth and welcomed in summer with a
full house of members and several guests (including a Cherry Blossom queen!), as well
as two new members: Janice McKenney, a retired military historian, and Marjorie
Lightman, a former SW DC ANC commissioner. Announcements included:

< As part of Project 160 — our 160" anniversary — members are asked to share with
us any ways or places that come to mind to better protect DC history;

< To that end, members are also encouraged to make donations to help digitize
AOTs records - any amount is welcome (say, $160?);

< Pick up a copy of member Andrea Seiger’s latest book, 22 Walks in Washington
You Must Not Miss,

< Check out the new exhibit at the DC History Center, Class Action: Education

and Opportunity in the Nation’s Capital.

Our June trivia asked us how many nonagenarian AOI members were noted by 7he
Evening Star to be in attendance at the 1908 dedication of the District Building (now
the John A. Wilson Building, DC’s city hall)? The answer: 1 ... 2 ... 3!

Our June program
featured the redevelop-
ment of the Southwest
waterfront into what

is now the Wharf, as
related in conversation

with Monty Hoffman,

continued on page 2

Above: Our June guest
speaker Monty Hoffman
engages in conversation
wth AOI President Cindy
Gueli about the develop-
ment of the Wharf on the
Southwest DC waterfront.
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Above: A gathering of friends at out June luncheon presentation - from left to right: Winfield
Swanson, Marcie Coben, DeLores Foster, Helen Moody, and Pat Bitondo.
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2025 Board of Directors
Officers:

Cindy Gueli, President
John Edwards, Vice-President
Ric Marino, Secretary

Carolyn Michell, Treasurer

Nelson Rimensnyder, Historian

Past-Presidents:

Bill Brown
Jan A.K. Evans

Directors:

Kimberly Bender

Patricia Clark

Gary Scott

Sherri Sewall

Juliette Smith

Military Road School
Preservation Trust

(represented by Teresa Saxton &
Patricia Tyson)

The Board of Directors meets at
the Women’s National Dem-
ocratic Club at 10 a.m. on the
Tuesday of the week prior to a
scheduled luncheon meeting.
Luncheon RSVP Voice-mail:
202-342-1865

Website: www.aoidc.org

E-mail: aoiofdc@gmail.com
YouTube: @theaoiofdc

Follow us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/www.

aoiofdc.org

AOTI’s Newsletters are printed and
distributed by:

-
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From Our June Luncheon, cond. from page 1

chairman of Wharf developer Hoffman & Associates, and AOI President Cindy Gueli.
Conceived on a 2006 boat trip with the Anacostia Waterfront Corporation, the Wharf
has since developed into a mile-long, 3%2 million SF mixed-use neighborhood. With
the ambition “to bring the neighborhood to the water,” the development team sought
legislative changes allowing buildings closer to the water’s edge, with attention paid to

Left: The Wharf
development along
the Southwest DC
waterfront (photo:
Patrick Revord)

Below: The South-
west waterfront
and Washington
Channel, c. 1915.

pedestrian-level experiences as
well as engaging people onto
the piers into Washington
Channel. The result of count-
less stakeholder input sessions

over a decade, the Wharf has
changed the face of SW DC,
largely for the better, judging

by our attendees’ comments.

View the video of the full June meeting and presentation on the AOI YouTube channel
or at www.aoidc.org/aoi-luncheon-recordings.html.

In Memoriam ...

AOQI notes the passing of long-time member Rohulamin (Rho) Quander, author,
multi-generational Washingtonian, and member of the internationally renowned
Quander Family, whose American lineage traces back almost 350 years in the Mary-
land and Virginia area, including involuntary servitude at George Washington’s
Mount Vernon plantation. A retired senior administrative judge for the District of
Columbia, Rho earned both his BA and JD degrees from Howard University and
dedicated his career not only to public service but to cultural preservation, often
speaking at national conferences on Black genealogy and identity.

For more than 40 years, Rho meticulously documented the family’s journey from
enslavement to modern-day achievements. His work not only safeguards the Quan-
der family’s story for future generations but also serves as a blueprint for African
American families seeking to reclaim and honor their heritage.

Rho is the author of several acclaimed books, including 7he Quanders: Since 1684,
an Enduring African American Legacy and The Quanders: Present and Past, which
documents his family’s history and legacy. Rho’s book My Gift to You serves as a
keepsake and journal for families to begin their own intergenerational storytelling.
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Other News ...

Perilous times for DC Home Rule! As of this writing, the
president has taken the unprecedented step of invoking Sec-
tion 740 of the the DC Home Rule Act, which requires the
city’s Metropolitan Police (MPD) to assist in federal duties
during a declared emergency. This is the first time this provi-
sion has been invoked since the Home Rule Act was passed in
1973. The president has also deployed the National Guard to
the streets of Washington, as well as enforcement personnel
from the Dept. of Homeland Security, the FBI, and the Drug
Enforcement Agency.

The move by the president and the U.S. attorney general is a
response to what they have characterized as a surge in crime

in the city, though official data indicates a decrease in crime
rates, particularly violent crime, after a pandemic-related spike.
According to US Dept. of Justice statistics, violent crime in
DC is at a 30-year low, down 26% from this time in 2024,
51% from this time in 2023, and 35% from 2019, prior to the
pandemic. In addition to ostensibly enforcing criminal offens-
es, federal offcials have targeted immigrants and encampments
of unhoused persons, primarly in areas west of the river.

The president’s actions have been met with resistance from DC
officials, who argue that the adminstration’s attempted takeover
of MPD is an illegal overreach of federal authority not justified
by the actual crime situation nor authorized by Section 740.
DC Attorney General Brian Schwalb has filed a lawsuit in the
US District Court for the District of Columbia challenging the
legality of the federal actions under the Home Rule Act and
seeking an injunction against the administration to that effect.

The Home Rule Act allows the president to request and
receeive the services of MPD under special emergency circum-
staances and soley for federal puposes (i.e., 7oz for local law
enforcement). The authority expires within 30 days or when
the emergency ends, whichever comes first, unless extended
by Congress. The Home Rule Act keeps operational control of
MPD under the mayor and chief of police, and it only permits
the president to make requests of MPD through the mayor.
As noted in DC’s lawsuit, Section 740 does not authorize
displacement of the DC police chief, operational control of
MPD, or the recision of MPD policies.

Above: A first sergeant with the DC National Guard watches as
activists protest the attempted federal takeover of city policing. (AP
Photo/Alex Brandon)

In an update from our Summer 2024 Newsletter: The AOI’s initiative in focus-
sing attention on potential degradation of the Washington Aqueduct’s Castle
Gatehouse has been successful, with a final Memorandum of Understanding
signed by the Army Corps of Engineers and the DC Historic Preservation Office
on 26 June 2025. With the MOA in place, work continues to restore the historic
Castle Gatehouse and the two other structures on the site in conformance with
historic preservaton guidelines. Additional provisions included reinstallation of
the previously lost Historic Buildings medallion and signage to explain the histo-
ry of the Montgomery Meigs-designed Washington Aqueduct system.
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Thanks to the efforts of AOI and a host of like-minded organizations through-
out the city, the DC Council recently restored full funding for the new DC
State Archives facility slated for construction on the UDC campus in Van

Ness. Initially slated for elimination in the mayor’s F2026 budget, citizen outcry
succeeded in not only restored funding for the new facility, but also $2 million
for upgrades to the archives’ current home in Naylor Court. Congrats to the DC
Archives Foundation (initially funded by AOI) for leading the charge in this
significant victory for the preservation of DC history!



Address Correction Requested

The Association of Oldest Inhabitants
of the District of Columbia

c/o 8900 Ellsworth Court

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Mark Your Calendar...

Upcoming events of interest, AOI meeting dates and
tentative speakers:

Thurs. Sept. 18 — A Life in DC Politics, with Carol
Schwartz, former longtime at-large
member of the DC Council and
mayoral candidate

Thurs. Oct. 16 —  The Asian American Experience in DC,
with Ted Gong

Thurs. Nov. 6 — GoGo Museum & Cafe, an AOI field
trip and guided tour with Dr. Natalie
Hopkinson, Chief Curator

Thurs. Nov. 20 —  Creating DC History, with Mary Beth
Corrigan

Thurs. Jan. 1 — AOI Annual New Years Day Brunch

NOTE: All events, meeting subjects and speakers have been in-
vited to appear, but nevertheless are tentative. Be sure to check
our website for speaker updates and/or last-minute changes.

Regular monthly AOI lunch meetings (Feb.-June, Sept.-Nov.)
run from 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM unless otherwise noted. In case
of inclement weather call AOI at 202-342-1865 for last
minute recorded information.

Footnote ...

Nicholas Callan (1808-
1886), a son of Irish immi-
grants, served as both secretary
and treasurer of AOL. His
diary of happenings in DC
provide recollections of almost
every important event from
1814 until his death. Learn
more about him and AOI's
other founders on our website

ar www.aoidc.org/the-ao-

is-founders, celebrating the
160" anniversary of AOL
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