
From Our November Luncheon ...
AOI members turned out en masse at our November lunch to officially celebrate the 
160th anniversary of the association, founded on 7 December 1865! New members 
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Join us for the next AOI of 
DC Luncheon Event!

Thursday, 
February 19, 2026

Military Road 
School 

Preservation Trust
A Presentation and 

Panel Discussion with

Theresa Saxton & 
Patricia Tyson 

11:30am
Lunch & Program

Woman’s National Democratic Club
1526 New Hampshire Ave, NW

(One block east of Dupont Circle Metro 
north exit; $12 validated parking across 

from club at 11 Dupont Circle)

Email RSVP to ricmarino@msn.com with 
your name, names of any guests, and choice 
of salmon, flank steak, or vegetarian meal. 

The 3-course lunch is $40.00 per person. In 
addition to paying by cash, check or card 

at the door, you can now pay in advance by 
Zelle using aoiofdc@gmail.com. Please add 

“Feb. Luncheon” in the comment line. 

In addition, AOI members can now RSVP 
and pay for themselves and their guests by 
credit card via the Members Only portal 

on our website – https://www.aoidc.
org/401/login.php?redirect=/mem-

bers-only-portal.html password: 1865. continued on page 2

In honor of AOI’s 160th anniversary, 
Mayor Bowser officially proclaimed 20 
November 2025 as AOI of DC Day.

AOI members gather at our November luncheon to celebrate the 160th anniversary of AOI! 
(© Rodney Bailey)

voted in by acclamation included: Mary Beth 
Corrigan, our October lunch speaker; Brian 
Hessick, who learned of us “through the grape-
vine;” Jean Lynn, our first on-line applicant; 
and Andrew McLeod, currently a docent at 
Arlington House. Announcements included: 
v An update on renewed funding for the new 

DC Archives at UDC; 
v An update on efforts by preservation groups 

to enforce required public oversight of 
construction projects at the White House 
campus; 

v An update on the Project 160 campaign 
fund (now valued ±$3,000) to preserve 
AOI’s records, officially renamed the Wil-
liam Noble Brown Preservation Fund in 
honor of AOI past-president Bill Brown; 
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v Recognition of Walter Springman as our first 
AOI Member of the Year (see below); 

v Recognition of AOI President Cindy Gueli for 
her tremendous efforts helming AOI throughout 
our 160th year commemorations; and 

v AOI’s annual Board elections (see p. 3).
To kick off our celebration, attendees not only 
enjoyed a re-screening of our 150th year gala video 
from 2016, but also gathered together to continue 
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2026 Board of Directors 

Officers: 

Cindy Gueli, President 
John Edwards, Vice-President
Ric Marino, Secretary
Carolyn Michell, Treasurer
Nelson Rimensnyder, Historian

Past-Presidents:

Bill Brown
Jan A.K. Evans

Directors: 

Kimberly Bender
Patricia Clark
Timothy Hannapel
Gary Scott
Juliette Smith
Military Road School 

Preservation Trust
	 (represented by Teresa Saxton & 

Patricia Tyson)

The Board of Directors meets at 
the Women’s National Dem-
ocratic Club at 10 a.m. on the 
Tuesday of the week prior to a 
scheduled luncheon meeting. 
Luncheon RSVP Voice-mail:  
202-342-1865
Website:  www.aoidc.org

E-mail:  aoiofdc@gmail.com

YouTube:  @theaoiofdc

Follow us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/www.
aoiofdc.org

AOI’s Newsletters are printed and 
distributed by:

From Our November Luncheon, contd. from page 1		

an AOI tradition 
to mark the occa-
sion for posterity 
– an all-member 
group shot (see 
p. 1). Using a 
collection of our 
historical group 
shots (1868, 

Celebration sweets at our 
November lunch included a 
commemorative AOI cake 
and AOI-branded cookies, as 
well as new AOI lapel pins.

Above: Barbara Bates and 
Hulit Taylor catch up at 
the jubilee celebration.

Left: Pat Tyson & Paula 
Smith-Vanderslice chat 
with celebration guest 
Nicki Lagoudakis.

1879, 1903, 1907, 1921, 1923, 1928, 1956) as markers, Cindy Gueli ably walked 
us through the history of the organization founded 
“to keep alive the reminiscences of the past and the 
social and paternal communion of the present and the 
future,” including our relationship in the 20th century 
with AOI, Inc., our African-American sister association.

View the video of the full November celebration (as 
well as our New Years Day brunch) on the AOI You-
Tube channel or on our website at www.aoidc.org/
aoi-luncheon-recordings.html.

Above: AOI honored Walter 
Springman as our Member of 
the Year in recognition of his 
indefatigable efforts making 
our monhtly lunch meetings 
hum. (© Rodney Bailey)
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AOI Election Results ...			

Our November meeting was also our annual business meeting, 
featuring the election of 2026 board members:

Director: 	 Kimberly Bender 	 (term 2026-2027)
Director:	 Gary Scott	 (term 2026-2027)
Director:	 Timothy Hannapel	 (term 2026-2027)

In addition, Cindy Gueli (president), John Edwards 
(vice-president), Ric Marino (secretary), Carolyn Michell 
(treasurer), Bill Brown (past-president), Nelson Rimensnyder 
(historian), Patricia Clark, Juliette Smith, and the Military 
Road School Preservation Trust ((represented by Theresa 
Saxton and Pat Tyson) round out the 2026 board, complet-
ing the second year of their two-year terms.

We also give our hearty thanks to board member Sherri 
Sewall, who completed her two-year term at the end of 2025.

Funded through a $25,000 endowment from AOI 
in honor of our 1997-99 president, the Philip W. 
Ogilvie Award provides a cash prize ($1,300) for 
the highest academic achievement of a graduate 
student in the George Washington University MS 
in Tourism, Hospitality and Event Management 
Program, in which Dr. Ogilvie was a long-time 
professor. We are 
pleased to recognize 
the 2025 award 
recipient, Frances-

ca Pia Perugini of Rome, 
Italy. Check out our web-
site page for the Ogilvie 
Awards to learn more and 
see all of the past award 
recipients. Congratula-
tions Francesca!
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Other News ...		

v v v v v

New Years’ Day Brunch ...			 

AOI continued our 20-year tradition of ringing in the New 
Year at the 2026 New Year’s Day buffet brunch. Amidst 
festive greetings and our usual good cheer, the large turnout 
of members and guests (nearly 80) also enjoyed a presenta-
tion highlighting Washington’s tradition of New Year’s re-
ceptions and conditions at AOI’s first “new year” in 1866, 
including the effects of Reconstruction in the aftermath of 
the recently concluded Civil War.

In Memoriam ...		
AOI sadly notes the unexpected passing of Ron Bitondo, 
husband of Pat Bitondo, on 4 January 2026. Ron enjoyed 
our fellowship as recently as this year’s New Year’s Brunch 
and will be sorely missed.

Celebrating New 
Year’s Day: Janet 
Nunn, Pat Clark, 
& Mark Ohnmacht 
(right), and Rise 
Cole, Alan Cole, 
Brian Beatty, & 
Carl Cole (below).

AOI President Cindy Gueli also highlighted initiatives to 
look forward to in 2026, including new AOI podcasts, 
opportunities for members to digitize their historical photos 
and documents at upcoming AOI luncheons, and the ongo-
ing campaign to digitize our own AOI archives through the 
William Noble Brown Preservation Fund.

Podcasts of AOI lunch presentations are now available on 
SoundCloud, in addition to on the AOI website’s digital col-
lections. No memberships necessary – just click any ‘X’ at the 
link above, and you’re good to go! More to come in 2026 . . . 
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Address Correction Requested

The Association of Oldest Inhabitants
 of the District of Columbia
c/o 8900 Ellsworth Court
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Built in 1837 as a city 
firehouse, the Union Engine 
House at 19th and H Sts. 
NW served as the headquar-
ters of AOI from 7 July 1911 
until 4 July 1956. The build-
ing was later dismantled to 
make room for the headquar-
ters building of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund. An 
historic marker with this 
image was placed on the site 
by AOI in 1997.

Mark Your Calendar...	
Upcoming events of interest, AOI meeting dates and 
tentative speakers:

Thurs. Feb. 19	 – 	 Military Road School Preservation Trust, 
a presentation and panel discussion 
moderated by  Patricia Tyson and 
Theresa Saxton  

Thurs. March 19	– 	 A Network Journalist Covers Washington, 
the Nation, and the World, with 
journalist Chip Reid 

Thurs. April 16	– 	 U Street Legacy Businesses: Lee’s Flowers, 
with Stacie Lee Banks  

Thurs. May 21	 – 	 The Boggs/Roberts Family in Washington, 
with Rebecca Boggs Roberts 

Thurs. June 18	 – 	 A Conversation with Bluegrass Hall of 
Famer Tom Gray, with WRC reporter 
Mark Seagraves 

NOTE:  All events, meeting subjects and speakers have been in-
vited to appear, but nevertheless are tentative. Be sure to check 
our website for speaker updates and/or last-minute changes. 

Regular monthly AOI lunch meetings (Feb.-June, Sept.-Nov.) 
run from 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM unless otherwise noted. 

Footnote ...	
	

TIME TO RENEW!

Check your mail for your annual 

renewal notice, or renew online at 

www.aoidc.org/members-renewal.html

https://www.aoidc.org/

