DC’s Living Archive — Founded December 7, 1865 — Our 161* Year!

The Association of
Oldest Inhabitants of the
District of Columbia

Welcoming Young & Old Alike to Join in Remembering the Past and Working for an Even Better Future

Summer 2026 / Bulletin 194

Join us for the next AOI of
DC Luncheon Event!

Thursday,
September 17, 2026

The Golden Era

at
TheWashington
Post

with
former Post columnist

Bob Levey

11:30am
Lunch & Program

Woman’s National Democratic Club
1526 New Hampshire Ave, NW

(812 validated parking across from
club at 11 Dupont Circle)

Email RSVP to ricmarino@msn.com
with your name, names of any guests,
and choice of salmon, flank steak, or
vegetarian meal. The 3-course lunch is
$40.00 per person.

Skip the Line!

In addition to paying by cash, check or
card at the door, you can now pay in ad-
vance by Zelle using aoiofdc@gmail.com.
Please add “Sept. Luncheon” in the com-
ment line. AOI members can also RSVP
and pay for themselves and their guests by
credit card via the Members Only portal

on our website, password: 1865.

From Our June Luncheon ...

Our June meeting featured an unusually full program, kicking off with voting in by
acclamation two new members: Jeanette Quick and Keith Parsons. AOI president
Cindy Gueli updated us on a number of ongoing DC preservation items, including the
debacle of the Mall Reflecting Pool, the proposed triumphal arch at Arlington Memorial
Bridge, the West Potomac Park Garden of American Heroes, and the Kennedy Center.
Announcements featured updates on our Project 160 preservation initiatives (including
scanning of member artifacts at upcoming luncheons) and AOT’s social media footprint.

June trivia focused on building regulation in DC (and specifically the height of build-
ings): what city did Thomas Jefferson cite in his reccommendations on the form of the
new U.S. capital? Why, Paris, of course!

Our featured program brought together DC Bluegrass icon Tom Gray and News4’s
award-winning journalist Mark Seagraves for conversation and reminiscence on
growing up in DC’s Palisades, Tom’s life-long love of music (and canoeing), and how
he and his fellow musicians (including Emmylou Harris and Linda Rondstat) helped
DC become the Bluegrass Capital of

the World in bands such as the Country
Gentlemen and the Seldom Scene. Of
particular note for AOI, Tom’s father,
Harold Gray, almost singlehandedly saved
the AOI from extinction in the early

continued on page 2

Top: The original
Seldom Scene: Ben
Eldridge, John Duf-
fey, John Starling,
Mike Auldridge, and
Tom Gray (photo:
Bluegrass Music Hall
of Fame)

Left: Featured guest
Tom Gray regaled
AOI members in
conversation with
News4 journalist
Mark Seagraves


https://www.aoidc.org/support-digital-preservation.html
mailto:ricmarino%40msn.com?subject=
mailto:aoiofdc%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.aoidc.org/401/login.php?redirect=/members-
only-portal.html
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2026 Board of Directors
Officers:

Cindy Gueli, President
John Edwards, Vice-President
Ric Marino, Secretary

Carolyn Michell, Treasurer

Nelson Rimensnyder, Historian

Past-Presidents:

Bill Brown
Jan A.K. Evans

Directors:

Kimberly Bender

Patricia Clark

Timothy Hannapel

Gary Scott

Juliette Smith

Military Road School
Preservation Trust
(represented by Theresa Saxton &
Patricia Tyson)

The Board of Directors meets at
the Women’s National Dem-
ocratic Club at 10 a.m. on the
Tuesday of the week prior to a
scheduled luncheon meeting.
Luncheon RSVP Voice-mail:
202-342-1865

Website: www.aoidc.org

E-mail: aoiofdc@gmail.com
YouTube: @theaoiofdc

Follow us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/www.

aoiofdc.org

AOTI’s Newsletters are printed and
distributed by:

@ GRASS
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1990’s by opening up the organization’s membership to what we know today. Still active
on his upright bass (“Bessie”), Tom continues performing in various local DMV venues.

AOI director Gary Scott, former historian
with the NPS National Capital Region,
shared his recollection
of the discovery of
Clara Barton’s Miss-
ing Soldiers Office
in a 7" St. building
slated for demolition in
1996. Now a museum,
the site contained a
tranche of Civil War
artifacts connected
with Clara Barton and her neighbor in the
buz/dzng Patent Office official and one of AOIL’s original members, Edward Shaw.

View the video of the full June luncheon meeting on the AOI YouTube channel
or on our website at www.aoidc.org/aoi-luncheon-recordings.html. Podcasts
of AOI lunch presentations, as well as other DC memories and member stories,

are also available on SoundCloud (no memberships necessary — just click any

‘X’ at the SoundCloud link, and you’re good to go).

AOI goes international - check out this story in the Times of India on invasive species
and the unforeseen ecological consequences of DC’s World War I Tree Memorial.

In Memoriam ...

AQI suffered a one-two punch on June 20" with the passing
of longtime member Rise Cole on the heels of her husband
and former AOI director Carl Cole’s death in April. A DC na-
tive and graduate of Ballou HS, Rise worked her entire career
at the National Labor Relations Board. With husband Cal,
Rise put family first but still found time to be of assistance

to anyone in need. She will be sorely missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and great-great-grandchil-
dren, along with the whole AOI community.

We also note the June 14™ passing of AOI member George Hutchinson at the age

of 102. As the last official crier of the US Supreme Court from 1952-1962, George’s
call of “oyez, oyez, oyez” preceded several momentous
hearings in that period, including Brown vs Board of
Education. A fourth-generation Washingtonian, George
joined the court as a page in 1938, eventually becoming
a member of the Supreme Court Bar. After leaving the
court in 1962, he served as clerk of the Court of Cus-
toms & Patent Appeals and the Court of Appeals for
the Federal Circuit. Known as a “living history” of the
customs of the federal courts, George is survived by his
daughter and AOI member, Sara Hutchinson.



mailto:aoiofdc%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.youtube.com/@theaoiofdc
http://www.facebook.com/www.aoiofdc.org
http://www.facebook.com/www.aoiofdc.org
https://www.aoidc.org/aoi-luncheon-recordings.html
https://soundcloud.com/the-association-of-the-oldest-inhabitants-of-d-c
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us/washington-planted-507-norway-maples-to-honour-wwi-soldiers-in-1920-but-the-trees-later-spread-into-rock-creek-park/amp_articleshow/133238213.cms
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Other News ...

Mr. Henry’s Restaurant, the beloved Capitol Hill institution
located at 601 Pennsylvania Ave SE, officially celebrated its
60™ anniversary with a spectacular building-wide gala on Au-
gust 29. Founded in 1966 by Henry Yaffe, the Victorian-style
pub has anchored the neighborhood for six decades, serving as
a safe haven and a vibrant community hub for diverse crowds,
including the Black and LGBTQIA+ communities.

The pub’s legacy is defined by extraordinary local lore and
American music history. In 1968, Yaffe converted the
building’s upstairs apartments into a dedicated jazz room for
a local schoolteacher named Roberta Flack, launching her
multi-Grammy-winning career (commemorated in the recent
naming of the nearby circle at Pennsylvania and Potomac
Avenues in her honor). In 1971, ownership took a cinematic
turn when the founder lost the tavern in a famous hand of
poker to Larry Quillian. Larry’s daughter, Mary Quillian,
took over operations in 2014, preserving the bar’s quint-
essential Victorian aesthetic, cheeky signage, and inclusive
spirit. Mr. Henry’s continues to prove that even as tastes
change and cities evolve, Washington still needs places where
neighborhood tradition and inclusive community come first.

Above: The cascade at Meridian Hill Park (photo: NPS); Below left:
Mr. Henry’s pub on Capitol Hill (photo: Liz Stewart Photo)

The historic 13-basin cascading fountain at Meridian Hill
(Malcolm X) Park ofhicially roared back to life on May 14,
ending a seven-year dry spell. Built in 1932 and inspired

by Italian Renaissance gardens, the 300-foot-long water
feature is one of the longest cascading fountains in North
America. The multi-million dollar rehabilitation project fixed
long-standing plumbing, replaced cast-iron pipes, added new
pumps, and updated the lower plaza.

Neighbors and local visitors celebrated the return of the
flowing water, which restored the park’s signature Europe-
an-style ambiance and tranquil atmosphere. Although the
newly flowing cascades experienced a temporary glitch in
July, turning a muddy brown as sediment broke loose from
long-unused plumbing lines, crews quickly flushed the sys-
tem, and normal water clarity was restored within a day.

The relaunch is part of a broader federal initiative by the
National Park Service to restore public spaces throughout
DC for the semi-quincentennial, including historic fountains
in Columbus Circle, Rawlins Park, Freedom Plaza, Lafayette
Square, and Dupont Circle.

With upcoming plans for the Kennedy Center still being battled
in the courts, AOI patrons of DC’s two flagship musical compa-
nies that once called it home can still enjoy full seasons at venues
throughout the metro area.

For its upcoming 2026-2027 season, the National Symphony
Orchestra will perform across six different venues in Washing-
ton, Maryland, and Virginia. Music director Gianandrea Noseda
refers to the season as a “regional tour,” bringing music directly
out into surrounding communities. The roughly 60 classical per-
formances will take place at six local spots: the Music Center at
Strathmore, Lisner Auditorium at GWU, the Center for the Arts

at GMU, the Schlesinger Concert Hall and Art Center at NOVA
Community College, the Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center
at UMd, and DC’s historic Lincoln Theatre.

The Washington National Opera will perform its upcoming

season across five different venues throughout the DC region,
marking its first full season as a completely independent com-
pany following its departure from the Kennedy Center. With
productions ranging from Madama Butterfly and Nixon in China
to the world premiere of OKeeffe: Kiss the Sky, the WNO will
perform at DAR Constitution Hall, Arena Stage’s Kreeger The-
ater, Sidney Harmon Hall, and the Music Center at Strathmore.


https://www.nps.gov/rocr/learn/historyculture/meridian-hill-park.htm
https://www.nps.gov/rocr/learn/historyculture/meridian-hill-park.htm
https://www.nationalsymphony.org
https://www.nationalsymphony.org
https://washnatopera.org
https://www.mrhenrysdc.com

Address Correction Requested

The Association of Oldest Inhabitants
of the District of Columbia

c/o 2747 Linden Lane, Unit 105

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Mark Your Calendar...

Upcoming AOI meeting dates and tentative speakers:

Thurs. Sept. 17— The Golden Era at The Washington Post,
with former Post columnist Bob Levey

Thurs. Oct. 15— Washington Legacy Family: The Grahams,
with Donald Graham

Thurs. Nov. 19— Preserving Washington’s Federal
Buildings, a Panel Discussion with
Rebecca Miller, DC Preservation League

Fri. January 1 ~ — AOI Annual New Year’s Day Brunch

Thurs. Feb. 18— U Street Legacy Business: Lee’s Flower

Shop, with Stacie Lee Banks

Thurs. March 18 — A Debate on the DC Height Act, co-
sponsored with AIA|DC

NOTE: All events, meeting subjects and speakers have been in-
vited to appear, but nevertheless are tentative. Be sure to Check
our website for speaker updates and/or last-minute changes.

Regular monthly AOI lunch meetings (Feb.-June, Sept.-Nov.)
run from 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM on the third Thursday of the
month, unless otherwise noted, at the Woman’s National
Democratic Club, 1526 New Hampshire Ave. NW.

Long housed at the Christian Heurich House (where AOI also shared
an addyess), the DC History Center has resided at the Carnegie Li-
brary since 2003. Check out the upcoming Fall AOI Newsletter for the
latest on the new merger of the DC History Center and HumanitiesDC.


https://www.aoidc.org/

